


Key Features: Open Aspect / Architectural Quality / Traditional Materials / 
Original Features / Skyline
Location: St Vincent Crescent
Listed Building Category: A

Stobcross Crescent (later renamed St Vincent Crescent) was designed by 
Alexander Kirkland with construction commencing from 1850.  The conservation 
area is dominated by the Crescent which, with Minerva Street, presents an 
almost unbroken curved façade of about half a mile.  It enjoys an open, south 
facing aspect afforded by the bowling greens.  This broadly follows the original 
feuing plan which included pleasure gardens in this area.  Trees and neatly 
clipped hedges soften the strong, uniform building lines of St Vincent Crescent 
and are important features of the conservation area.  The traditional slate roof is 
interrupted at regular intervals by chimney stacks, creating a rhythmical skyline 
which contributes to the character of the conservation area.

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Quality of Architecture / Variety of Uses/ Traditional Materials / 
Original Features 
Location: Sandyford-Henderson Memorial Church, Kelvinhaugh Street
Listed Building Category: B

The historic Sandyford-Henderson Memorial Church in Kelvinhaugh Street was 
designed by JT Emmett and completed by John Honeyman in 1856.  The 
Gothic façade dominates the junction with Argyle Street and consists of three 
buttressed gables with plate tracery windows.  It also houses the earliest 
collection of stained glass in the city.  
The St Vincent Crescent Conservation Area also includes a number of 
traditional shops which create interest and pedestrian activity along this busy 
thoroughfare.  Fragments of original frontages survive and, while the quality of 
shop front design varies, encouragement will be given to their restoration and 
reuse.  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Original Features / Variety of Building Type and Use 
Location: The Backlands

The Backlands, which is largely hidden from public view, can be accessed by 
way of a narrow pend off Argyle Street.  Traditional setts line the centre of the 
pend with cart tracks and kerbstones on either side from the days of the horse 
and cart.  The Backlands is an eclectic mix of mews properties, altered to 
create workshops for small businesses, craftsmen and artists.  Other simple 
structures have appeared over the years in various styles and materials.  Scale 
is small with the emphasis on colour!

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Doors / Traditional Materials / Original Features 
Location: St Vincent Crescent 
Listed Building Category: A

Storm doors are important elements of a building protecting the property and 
providing the main point of access.  This traditional timber panelled door with 
fanlight above is set within a fine Roman Doric pilastered doorpiece which is 
replicated throughout the Crescent.  Traditional door ironmongery and railings 
contribute to the special character of the building.  It is important to retain the 
original doors in order to protect the Crescent's continuity of design.  Original 
storm doors to tenements and shops in Argyle Street are massive, extending 
the full height of the ground floor often with six panels. 

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Open Aspect / Original Features  
Location: St Vincent Crescent

The area in front of the west end of the Crescent was originally laid out as 
pleasure gardens.  In 1859 the St Vincent Crescent Bowling and Curling Club 
was formed and ground acquired for a bowling green and curling pond.  Tennis 
courts later replaced the curling pond and further bowling greens were opened.  
A large boating pond was created to the south of these facilities and this was 
used as an ice rink when frozen.  While the bowling greens still survive, 
providing the Crescent with its open south facing aspect, the gardens and 
boating pond have been replaced with modern development.  The original cast 
iron gateway to the St Vincent Bowling Green still survives today set between 
well tended hedges which are an integral part of the conservation areas special 
character.

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Railings and Front Gardens / Traditional Materials / Original 
Details
Location: St Vincent Crescent
Listed Building Category: A

An important feature of St Vincent Crescent Conservation Area is the traditional 
cast iron railings set into low stone walls.  The railings have both a safety and 
decorative purpose, defining the front boundary of the property as well as lining 
the entrance steps and basement staircases.  This photograph also highlights 
the use of traditional materials in the form of timber panelled storm doors and 
sash and case windows.  These attractive original features are important 
elements of the Crescent and their retention and restoration is encouraged. 

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Building Line / Uniformity / Traditional Materials / Original 
Features
Location: Minerva Street
Listed Building Category: B

An important feature of the St Vincent Crescent Conservation Area is the 
strong building line created by the tenements.  The curved frontage of Minerva 
Street/ St Vincent Crescent is a defining feature of the Conservation Area 
which is accentuated by a uniformity created through repetition of architectural 
details such as doorways, timber sash and case windows, parapet 
balustrading, cast iron railings and chimney stacks.  The continued use of 
traditional materials, timber, slate and sandstone for repair work ensures that 
the character of the conservation area is maintained.

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Original Features / Traditional Materials 
Location: St Vincent Crescent

The retention of original features and use of traditional materials helps maintain 
the unique character of the Conservation Area.  This cast iron boot scraper 
located on entrance steps in St Vincent Crescent is an original feature which, 
with the restored cast iron railings, contributes to the historical context of the 
building.  Similarly the retention of the traditional 12 pane timber sash and case 
window pattern, timber panelled storm doors, slate roofs, parapet balustrading 
and chimney stacks reinforces the special architectural and historic character 
of the Crescent.  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Variety of Uses / Original Features 
Location: Argyle Street / The Backlands 

Argyle Street forms the central spine of the St Vincent Crescent Conservation 
Area and is flanked by traditional 4 storey, sandstone tenements, extending 
northwards along Berkeley Street, Brechin Street, Kent Road and Dover Street.  
While St Vincent Crescent is primarily a residential area, the variety of uses 
found throughout the rest of the conservation area, workshops, studios, places 
of worship, shops and offices all contribute to its vitality and character.   

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T





Key Features: Quality of Architecture / Traditional Materials /Variety of Uses 
/Building Line
Location: 8-20 Minerva Street And 995-1017 Argyle Street  (Formerly known 
as Napier Place)
Listed Building Category: B 

This imposing building with its strong building line is an important focal point 
within the conservation area dominating the junction of Argyle Street and 
Minerva Street.  Dating from circa 1856 it is a Classical tenement with shops on 
the ground floor.  The 12 bay corner section is finely detailed with a giant 
Corinthian pilastrade through the first and second floors.  The retention of 
original features such as the 12 pane timber sash and case windows reinforces 
the architectural quality of the building while the gentle curve of the Minerva 
Street elevation contributes to the special sinuous character of this part of the 
conservation area.  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a r e a  
S T  V I N C E N T  C R E S C E N T


