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Scottish Local Government Elections 2012: Publishing Voting Information

Rule 61 of the Scottish Local Election Rules (as amended) requires that: 

(1) 
In a contested election where the count is conducted by means of an electronic counting system, the returning officer must (except as provided for by paragraph (6)) give public notice of the information specified in paragraph (2) (“the information”), within one week following the declaration of the result of the poll.

(2) 
The information is, for each polling station (except as provided for by paragraph (3))—

(a)
the number of first and subsequent preferences for each candidate;

2(A)
For the purposes of this rule, all postal ballot papers cast in a ward must be treated as if cast at a further polling station in that ward.

(3)
Where in total less than 200 votes were cast at a polling station the returning officer is to give public notice of the information for that polling station aggregated with (and indistinguishable from) that information from one or more other polling stations in the same ward, being such polling stations as the returning officer sees fit, such that as aggregated the information will include in total no less than 200 votes.

(7) 
Once public notice of the information has been given, the returning officer must as soon as reasonably practicable procure the destruction of any electronic data or other records retained under rule 57(3) pursuant to this rule, in a manner which ensures that their confidentiality is preserved.
Provision of Data from E-counting System
Data from the E-counting System is provided in an MS Excel 2007 version.  A free Excel 2007 reader is available which would allow the data to be opened and manipulated in the earlier version.  However, the data file is likely to be very large and earlier versions of Excel may not be able to cope with this.  
Information is presented with a look-up table cross-referencing to polling districts and polling places. 

A sample of the output compiled using the methodology described below is shown below. 
Methodology for combining batches of less than 200 votes
To ensure that an individual’s voter preferences cannot be identified, it has been necessary to aggregate the data where the number of votes cast in a polling station is less than 200. 
Because of the variety of wards - urban, rural and mixed - combining data cannot be an exact science, but has been guided by the following criteria recommended by the Electoral Management Board for Scotland:

· where votes are from the same polling place, they will be combined with one or more of the other polling stations.
· combine polling stations that are close geographically, particularly in rural areas. 
· combine, where sensible, island communities with other island communities, villages with other villages, rather than combine a village with a large town.
· where geography allows, combine stations of less than 200 votes, rather than combine a station that has less than 200 votes with one that has substantially more than 200 votes.  But in situations where a <200 station is geographically distant from a similarly sized station, combine with a larger station. 

· combine manually entered votes with the final box for the Ward.  There are likely to be relatively few of these and seeking to track them back to the original ballot box is likely to risk delaying publication of the data. 

· taking into account the principles above, if possible also combine boxes within the same (UK?)Parliamentary constituencies.


Postal Votes

All postal votes for the ward are combined as one ballot box. 
Accuracy of data

Prior to publishing, aggregated data has been checked against the declared results. Explanations are provided for any differences.  
The data from the E-counting system provide the number of ballot papers that were counted electronically, including any that were entered manually rather than scanned.  The official results, however, are those that are returned by Returning Officers on completion of the count.  Any discrepancies between the two are not to be taken as any indication that either the e-counting system or the Returning Officer provided an inaccurate figure.  For instance, rejected ballot papers are not recorded against each ballot box but the number of ballot papers verified at the count include al ballot papers from that polling station.
Use of Data

In releasing the data, the Returning Officer is making it freely available for public use.  It is not subject to copyright and material may be re-used provided that it is acknowledged, not used in a misleading way and is reproduced accurately. The Returning Officer does not accept responsibility for any alteration or manipulation of the data once released. 
Contact Details
If there are any queries or comments on the data provided, please contact A Named Person at the ABC Council by email A Named Person or by phone on xxxx yyy zzzz
To transfer directly to the information click here: Post Election Data Sample Spreadsheets.xls

	Ward
	Polling Place/Station
	Polling District
	Ballot Box Number
	Combination Notes

	01 Cheynies
	Parish Church Hall, East Cheynie
	ABC01A
	CC071
	

	01 Cheynies
	Primary School, Main Street, Cheynie
	ABC01B
	CC072
	Manual Entries

	
	
	
	
	

	02 Lady-Holm
	Polling Station No 1, Lady-Holm Primary School
	ABC02A/1
	CC117
	

	02 Lady-Holm
	Polling Station No 2, Lady-Holm Primary School
	ABC02A/2
	CC118
	

	02 Lady-Holm
	Village Hall, Upper Holm
	ABC02B
	CC119
	Combined with CC120 and manual entries

	02 Lady-Holm
	Community Hall, West Holm
	ABC02C
	CC120
	Combined with 119 and manual entries

	02 Lady-Holm
	Postal Votes
	-
	CC121
	

	
	
	
	
	

	03 …….
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	First Preference By Ballot Box Report
	
	
	

	CHEYNIES WARD
	
	
	

	29/02/2012
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
Numbers of Preferences allocated to each Candidate

	BOX CC 071
	   1st    
	   2nd    
	   3rd    
	   4th    
	   5th    
	   6th    
	   7th    
	   8th    
	   9th    
	   10th    

	AL-WADI Anthony
	0
	53
	32
	24
	22
	6
	6
	2
	2
	3

	BOYD-ORR Brendan
	0
	2
	5
	9
	16
	28
	16
	12
	11
	13

	CALDWELL Chris
	129
	0
	117
	4
	4
	5
	4
	2
	4
	2

	DUNBAR Dave
	26
	66
	6
	7
	9
	35
	15
	7
	7
	5

	EISENHOWER Ewan
	0
	57
	26
	5
	7
	12
	9
	10
	3
	3

	FORTESQUE-MASON Franchesca
	184
	19
	77
	7
	12
	13
	6
	20
	7
	13

	GORDON Geofrey
	0
	126
	105
	39
	8
	10
	9
	12
	6
	6

	HAY Harold
	0
	2
	13
	24
	22
	10
	13
	9
	18
	5

	IRVINE Isabel
	57
	2
	6
	26
	37
	10
	7
	10
	10
	16

	JUDGE James
	0
	69
	9
	10
	18
	23
	13
	14
	13
	13

	BOX CC 072
	   1st    
	   2nd    
	   3rd    
	   4th    
	   5th    
	   6th    
	   7th    
	   8th    
	   9th    
	   10th    

	AL-WADI Anthony
	0
	9
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0

	BOYD-ORR Brendan
	0
	68
	0
	2
	0
	4
	3
	1
	0
	0

	CALDWELL Chris
	13
	0
	53
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	DUNBAR Dave
	0
	59
	0
	0
	0
	7
	4
	0
	1
	0

	EISENHOWER Ewan
	18
	3
	8
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	FORTESQUE-MASON Franchesca
	201
	1
	59
	0
	1
	0
	4
	3
	0
	0

	GORDON Geofrey
	0
	52
	151
	7
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	HAY Harold
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	5
	0
	2

	IRVINE Isabel
	59
	0
	0
	2
	6
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0

	JUDGE James
	68
	148
	1
	0
	2
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
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	LADY-HOLM WARD
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	29/02/2012
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
Numbers of Preferences allocated to each Candidate

	BOX CC 117
	  1st    
	   2nd    
	   3rd    
	   4th    
	   5th    
	   6th    
	   7th    
	   8th    
	   9th    
	   10th    
	   11th    
	   12th    
	   13th    
	   14th    
	   15th    
	   16th    
	   17th    
	   18th    

	ATKINS Andy
	55
	61
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	BARCLAY Bella
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	CORKER Colin
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	DAVIDSON Dina
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	EVANS Erica
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	FORTESQUE-MASON Faith
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	GUTHRIE Graeme
	0
	0
	61
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	HAIG Hilda
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ISAACS Iason
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	JOINER July
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	KELLNER Kerr
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	LOGIE Leanna
	50
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	MCNEILL Malcolm
	134
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	NAGLER Nathan
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	OGILVY Owen
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	PITMAN Polly
	61
	55
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	QUIZ Quirky
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ROSS Ralph
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


	BOX CC 118
	   1st    
	   2nd    
	   3rd    
	   4th    
	   5th    
	   6th    
	   7th    
	   8th    
	   9th    
	   10th    
	   11th    
	   12th    
	   13th    
	   14th    
	   15th    
	   16th    
	   17th    
	   18th    

	ATKINS Andy
	0
	7
	8
	2
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	3
	4
	3
	3
	5
	10
	3
	8
	0

	BARCLAY Bella
	0
	2
	2
	0
	4
	4
	4
	5
	12
	3
	3
	0
	2
	5
	4
	2
	4
	0

	CORKER Colin
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	2
	1
	2
	3
	1
	4
	10
	10
	8
	8
	7
	0

	DAVIDSON Dina
	292
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	EVANS Erica
	0
	0
	4
	1
	1
	1
	2
	12
	4
	5
	2
	4
	4
	3
	4
	5
	5
	0

	FORTESQUE-MASON Faith
	0
	0
	2
	8
	3
	1
	4
	4
	4
	2
	5
	5
	5
	2
	8
	9
	3
	0

	GUTHRIE Graeme
	0
	0
	182
	2
	1
	3
	12
	4
	4
	4
	5
	5
	2
	2
	7
	7
	3
	0

	HAIG Hilda
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4
	1
	1
	4
	5
	9
	10
	5
	4
	9
	1
	5
	2
	0

	ISAACS Iason
	0
	238
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0

	JOINER July
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	2
	4
	8
	10
	6
	6
	3
	6
	4
	7
	0

	KELLNER Kerr
	0
	0
	14
	3
	3
	6
	1
	1
	1
	9
	3
	3
	2
	4
	3
	5
	7
	0

	LOGIE Leanna
	0
	0
	29
	0
	1
	4
	1
	1
	2
	2
	5
	7
	2
	4
	3
	0
	3
	0

	MCNEILL Malcolm
	0
	0
	4
	10
	4
	6
	5
	5
	7
	6
	4
	4
	3
	1
	4
	3
	0
	0

	NAGLER Nathan
	0
	0
	1
	27
	4
	4
	2
	1
	2
	1
	6
	5
	5
	1
	0
	4
	2
	0

	OGILVY Owen
	0
	0
	0
	5
	7
	3
	9
	11
	2
	4
	2
	3
	6
	4
	3
	4
	3
	0

	PITMAN Polly
	7
	0
	0
	2
	25
	1
	5
	5
	4
	2
	3
	6
	5
	1
	2
	2
	3
	0

	QUIZ Quirky
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	9
	13
	6
	6
	2
	2
	3
	3
	6
	1
	3
	5
	0

	ROSS Ralph
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	21
	1
	2
	5
	3
	1
	3
	4
	6
	2
	1
	4
	0

	BOX CC 119,CC120
	   1st    
	   2nd    
	   3rd    
	   4th    
	   5th    
	   6th    
	   7th    
	   8th    
	   9th    
	   10th    
	   11th    
	   12th    
	   13th    
	   14th    
	   15th    
	   16th    
	   17th    
	   18th    

	ATKINS Andy
	0
	0
	0
	3
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1

	BARCLAY Bella
	0
	0
	0
	3
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3
	1

	CORKER Colin
	28
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	DAVIDSON Dina
	0
	0
	0
	10
	2
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	1

	EVANS Erica
	0
	0
	0
	2
	10
	2
	4
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	0
	1

	FORTESQUE-MASON Faith
	0
	0
	0
	3
	2
	10
	2
	4
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0

	GUTHRIE Graeme
	136
	123
	0
	1
	4
	2
	11
	2
	5
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	HAIG Hilda
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	3
	2
	10
	2
	6
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ISAACS Iason
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	3
	3
	2
	10
	2
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	JOINER July
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3
	2
	11
	2
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	KELLNER Kerr
	0
	28
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	LOGIE Leanna
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3
	2
	2
	2
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0

	MCNEILL Malcolm
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	2
	2
	1
	2
	2
	1
	1
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0

	NAGLER Nathan
	0
	0
	123
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	5
	0
	0
	1

	OGILVY Owen
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	2
	2
	1
	1
	4
	0
	0

	PITMAN Polly
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	2
	3
	3
	0
	4
	0

	QUIZ Quirky
	0
	0
	28
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ROSS Ralph
	123
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3
	2
	1
	0
	5

	BOX CC 121
	   1st    
	   2nd    
	   3rd    
	   4th    
	   5th    
	   6th    
	   7th    
	   8th    
	   9th    
	   10th    
	   11th    
	   12th    
	   13th    
	   14th    
	   15th    
	   16th    
	   17th    
	   18th    

	ATKINS Andy
	0
	8
	8
	9
	4
	7
	4
	10
	3
	2
	3
	10
	2
	0
	0
	4
	1
	5

	BARCLAY Bella
	0
	1
	4
	6
	8
	3
	5
	3
	1
	2
	2
	3
	7
	2
	3
	4
	7
	7

	CORKER Colin
	0
	0
	4
	6
	5
	5
	5
	2
	2
	4
	8
	6
	3
	1
	6
	9
	0
	0

	DAVIDSON Dina
	224
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	EVANS Erica
	0
	8
	0
	6
	7
	9
	13
	2
	1
	4
	6
	2
	1
	5
	10
	3
	4
	1

	FORTESQUE-MASON Faith
	0
	5
	7
	3
	2
	14
	2
	8
	2
	6
	4
	2
	3
	10
	2
	5
	3
	3

	GUTHRIE Graeme
	18
	54
	148
	6
	6
	3
	10
	3
	4
	4
	1
	2
	4
	3
	2
	2
	0
	0

	HAIG Hilda
	0
	2
	4
	3
	11
	3
	9
	11
	14
	5
	3
	5
	6
	6
	4
	2
	0
	0

	ISAACS Iason
	0
	185
	0
	0
	1
	10
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	JOINER July
	0
	0
	4
	10
	5
	7
	10
	13
	3
	9
	1
	4
	4
	6
	5
	3
	0
	0

	KELLNER Kerr
	0
	1
	7
	4
	4
	8
	6
	8
	5
	0
	10
	1
	6
	3
	6
	7
	0
	0

	LOGIE Leanna
	0
	0
	16
	3
	11
	1
	7
	4
	9
	5
	5
	6
	5
	3
	3
	0
	0
	0

	MCNEILL Malcolm
	0
	0
	5
	10
	2
	3
	10
	7
	5
	3
	2
	2
	6
	7
	9
	6
	1
	1

	NAGLER Nathan
	0
	2
	56
	12
	5
	12
	3
	11
	3
	8
	2
	5
	1
	6
	0
	1
	0
	0

	OGILVY Owen
	0
	1
	4
	9
	7
	3
	7
	6
	2
	1
	3
	1
	2
	8
	8
	1
	5
	0

	PITMAN Polly
	0
	1
	5
	6
	12
	7
	7
	5
	4
	3
	9
	6
	4
	1
	1
	6
	0
	0

	QUIZ Quirky
	0
	1
	2
	3
	9
	4
	3
	4
	3
	7
	1
	4
	6
	2
	2
	9
	3
	4

	ROSS Ralph
	51
	6
	1
	8
	5
	5
	3
	6
	4
	2
	5
	6
	5
	2
	4
	3
	0
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NB The STV election results cannot be calculated from these numbers.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



