
         
  

GLASGOW CITY CENTRE ECONOMIC HEALTH CHECK 
October 2015 

 
Welcome to the fourteenth edition of Glasgow city centre’s Economic Health Check: a progress report 
on how the city centre is performing against a range of indicators. This edition, produced by the City 
Centre Regeneration Team within GCC’s Development and Regeneration Services, covers the period 
January – June 2015 (unless otherwise stated).  
 
What is the Health Check? 
The objective of the Health Check is to track the impact of economic activity on the city centre, and to provide a 
baseline from which future performance can be benchmarked. 
 
Trends 
The table below provides at-a-glance colour coded trend indicators. 
 
Colour codes as follows:  improvement  relative stability  decline 
 

Indicator Trend Comment 

Footfall   Average headline/overall footfall is down in line with national 
figures, but Night Zone footfall continues to show record highs 

Vacant units    Average vacancy rates continue to show relative stability  and 
compare favourably with the rest of the UK 

Cleanliness  KSB city centre audit shows improvement over previous report 

Planning & Development  Application rates continue to show upward trends – retail rates hit 
highest levels 

Tourism   Hotel occupancy rates and airport passenger levels rates 
continue to hit record highs 
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Style Mile:  Background and Area Map 
 
 
The “Style Mile” relates to the square mile in the heart of Glasgow’s city centre and is the principal retail area 
containing many unique independent designer and flagship stores for British and international retailers. A map, 
retail guide and iphone app, (which provides up to the minute details on current promotional offers) can all be 
downloaded by visiting www.glasgowstylemile.com . 
 
 
The Style Mile is a public-private partnership initiative to promote, protect and enhance Glasgow’s city centre 
retail offering and capitalise on the city’s ranking as the UK’s top retail destination outside London’s West End.   
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CACI’s Retail Footprint 20131, which monitors by comparison spend, shows the top ten rankings based on retail 
forecast expenditure (£m). Their findings continue to show Glasgow remaining in 2nd place. 
 
1. London - West End       £4,903.60 6. Leeds        £1,202.30 
2. Glasgow        £1,795.10 7. Westfield London          £1,180.30 
3. Manchester        £1,671.40 8. London Knightsbridge     £1,166.20 
4. Birmingham       £1,552.90 9. Nottingham                    £1,116.20 
5. Liverpool        £1,306.20 10. Bluewater        £1,100.60 
  

 

CACI’s research also ranks Glasgow 8th in the Top 10 Resilient Centres2  

1. London - King's Road 6. Edinburgh (city centre) 
2. London - Knightsbridge 7. Brighton (city centre) 
3. London - Covent Garden 8. Glasgow (city centre) 
4. London - West End 9. Aberdeen (city centre) 
5. Westfield London 10. Oxford (city centre) 
 
 
 
 
The most recent Experian report3 (ranking the UK’s top retail centres based on comparison spend (£m)) 
continues to show Glasgow in second place.  
 
1. London West End            £4,465 6. Leeds - Central      £1,447 
2. Glasgow        £1,939 7. Westfield Stratford      £1,371 
3. Birmingham - Central     £1,561 8. Edinburgh – Princes Street     £1,325 
4. Manchester - Central     £1,549 9. Nottingham - Central                £1,261 
5. Liverpool - Central      £1,540 10. Bristol - Broadmead     £1,197 
 
 
 
 
Javelin Group is Europe’s leading specialist retail and ecommerce consultancy and work with many of the 
regions largest retailers and distributors including most of the UK’s top 20 retailers. Their VENUESCORE Report 
2014-154 evaluates locations in terms of their provision of multiple retailers. A score is attached to each operator 
which reflects their overall impact on shopping patterns. The resulting aggregate scores are then ranked. The 
top ten scores are shown below. Whilst London’s West End ranks far higher than any other location (with 1,614 
points), the VENUESCORE report considers it comprised of a number of separate (albeit interlinked) retail 
venues. As a result, Glasgow currently ranks in first place.   
 
1. Glasgow               785 6. Brighton       510 
2. Manchester        756 7. Nottingham        506 
3. Leeds        622 8. Cardiff                493  
4. Birmingham       621 9. Oxford St                              492 
5. Liverpool        569 10. Edinburgh        491 
 
 

1 CACI Retail Footprint 2013 Rankings 
2 British Marketing Survey 2011 
3 http://www.experian.co.uk/marketing-services/news-retailscape-uk-retail-centres-best-placed-to-thrive.html  
4 Javelin Group VENUESCORE 2014-15 
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1.  FOOTFALL 
 
1.1 Style Mile Footfall 
 
The Style Mile footfall monitor is based on Springboard’s Customer Counting and Measurement system that 
registers footfall at designated counters located throughout the Style Mile.  These four core counters are 
positioned at the following locations: 
 
Buchanan Street at Buchanan Galleries Argyle Street at Debenhams 
Buchanan Street at Kiehl’s Sauchiehall Street at Marks and Spencer   

An additional counter has also recently been installed adjacent to the Garage nightclub at the western end of 
Sauchiehall Street. 

Table 1a5 below shows data collated from these counters from January 2011 – June 2015.  Springboard 
counters record footfall over each 24-hour period and register both day and night time economy.  

Total footfall recorded across all counters for the period of January to June 2015 fell by -1.96% when compared 
against the same period in 2014. During the same comparison period, Buchanan Street precinct (at Kiehl’s) 
performed the best with recorded total footfall increasing by 5.46%.  

Table 1a  

 
 

The British Retail Consortium (BRC)/Springboard Retail Footfall Monitor gathers data on customer activity in 
town and city centre locations, and in out of town shopping locations, throughout the UK using the latest 
generation automated technology. The Monitor records over 60 million footfall counts per week at over 600 

5 Springboard, August 2015 
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counting locations in 227 different shopping sites in 142 towns and cities across England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales. The Monitor covers the main centres in each nation/region and a representative sample of 
secondary and smaller town centres. 

The Monitor provides the only available broad-based measures of the footfall performance of town centres and 
out of town shopping locations in the UK. 

Table 1b6 illustrates the year-on-year change in Glasgow’s footfall figures as compared against national 
comparator data drawn from the BRC/Springboard Retail Footfall Monitor from January 2014 to June 2015.  

Table 1b 

6 BRC/Springboard Footfall & Vacancies Monitor, August 2015 
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Nitezone footfall 

Table 1c7 illustrates comparative Nitezone footfall figures from January 2011 – June 2015.  The figures (relating 
to Gordon Street, Sauchiehall Street, and Albion Street) are collated by taxi marshals who are present at the 
designated taxi pick up points between 10pm and 5am every Friday and Saturday night. They ensure the 
efficient, safe exit out of the city for users of the night time economy.  
 
Average footfall figures recorded in Gordon Street and Sauchiehall Street appear to have stabilised since mid-
2012. Albion Street figures have remained stable throughout. The total Nitezone footfall recorded over all three 
city centre precincts for the period January to June 2015 was 15.41% greater than the figures recorded for the 
corresponding period in 2014.  
 

Table 1c 
  

 

7 CSG August 2015 
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ATCM-Springboard collates the Night Time Economy Index8 that measures the UK’s high street footfall during 
the hours of 6pm – 4am. The UK national average annual percent change for period January to June 2015 
against the same period in 2014 showed a change of -2.57%. The Scottish national average over the same 
period showed a change of -3.07%. For the same period Glasgow’s figures showed a change of -5.91%. 
 
Glasgow’s figures are based on the footfall recorded by the Style Mile counters during the hours of 6pm – 4am. 
It should be noted that whilst this reporting provides some basic benchmarking, due to the placement of the 
footfall counters involved, it could be argued that it does not best represent the true Night Time Economy footfall 
which is largely located elsewhere. 
 
Table 1d9 shows the Night Time figures for Glasgow Style Mile from January 2011 to end of June 2015.  
 

Table 1d  
 

8 ATCM Springboard Night Time Economy Index – August 2015  
9 Springboard, August 2015 
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1.2 SPT Footfall 
 
Subway Footfall 
 
SPT have thirteen reporting periods in which they collate Subway footfall data based on numbers boarding 
(going through the barrier). From 2012/13 figures have been aligned to a set of 4-weekly traffic return dates 
whereas previous years reported on a 13 period basis along financial accounting periods. For example, period 1 
for 2015/16 in the graph below represents the 4 weekly period ending 18 April 2015. 
 
 
Table 1e10 shows the footfall recorded for each reporting period from 2009/10 onwards. This edition of the 
Healthcheck looks at data collected over reporting periods 11 to 13 in 2014/15 and 1 to 3 in 2015/16. A 
comparison of this data with the same data collected 12 months previously shows a very slight change of -0.54% 
in total footfall figures. 
 

Table 1e  
 

 
 

10 SPT, September 2015 
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Table 1f11 shows that Buchanan Street Subway station records a higher footfall than St Enoch Subway station. 
This edition of the Healthcheck looks at data collected over reporting periods 11 to 13 in 2014/15 and 1 to 3 in 
2015/16. A comparison of this data with the same data collected 12 months previously shows a very slight 
change of 0.55% in total footfall figures. 
 
 

Table 1f  
 

 
 

11 Ibid 
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Bus Station Footfall 
 
 
Table 1g12 illustrates the footfall at Buchanan Bus Station. Total footfall recorded at this location between 
January and June 2015 showed a change of -4.02% against the figures recorded over the same period in 2014. 
 
 

Table 1g  
 

 

12 Ibid 
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2.   VACANT UNITS (STYLE MILE)   
 
Table 2a13 illustrates the city centre’s ground floor vacant unit trend since July 2012 and compares this data 
against the same figures recorded for other UK comparators14. In general, the Glasgow report is updated every 
second month whilst the UK data is reported every quarter. The Glasgow data is a record of the number of 
vacant units at street level and includes Class 1 (shops), Class 2 (financial, professional and other services – 
e.g. banks, Class 3 (food and drink – e.g. cafes and restaurants) and Sui Generis (not in any “use class” e.g. 
pub or hot food takeaways). It does not include vacant units within shopping centres. The UK data is gathered in 
towns and cities via an online survey of online managers in 450 locations throughout the UK. The vacancy rate 
is defined as the percentage of the ground floor units in the town centre that are vacant, and a vacant unit is 
regarded as one which is not trading at the time of the survey (whether or not it is let). 
 
The average annual percentage of vacant units recorded for Glasgow in 2015 so far is 9.8%. This is an increase 
upon last year’s average annual percentage which was 9.1%. However, Glasgow’s average figure for 2015 still 
compares favourably with the average vacancy rates recorded for the other UK comparators during the same 
period which are: UK (10.1%); Scotland (10.2%); Northern Ireland (16.7%); Wales (12.7%). 
 
 

Table 2a  

 
 

13 GCC August 2015 
14 BRC/Springboard Footfall & Vacancies Monitor, September 2015 
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Table 2b15 shows vacancy rates for the Style Mile including shopping centres over the reporting periods in years 
2012 to 2015. This shows a higher vacancy level to that of ground floor only vacancy rates in the Style Mile. The 
average annual percentage of vacant units in this category for 2014 was 11.5%. The year-to-date average for 
2015 is 11.8%. 
 

Table 2b 

 

15 GCC August 2015 
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3. VACANT SITES (CITY CENTRE)  

Table 3a16 provides details of vacant and derelict sites within Glasgow city centre.  

The pie-chart represents 10.32ha of vacant and derelict land across 31 sites within the city centre area bounded 
by the M8, High Street and the River Clyde. There has been no change in this data since the last issue of the 
Healthcheck document. 
 
As indicated, the majority of sites are privately owned.  Their potential land use is varied from residential to 
office, retail, civic and mixed use.  The majority of sites appear to have had planning consents granted or are in 
the process of undertaking pre-application work.  A number of sites have a temporary use, predominantly car 
parking, and various others have been temporarily landscaped.  Development on these sites can be slow 
because of the nature, scale and complexity of vacant sites, as well as the impact of the global economic 
environment. 
 
  

Table 3a Vacant sites within the City Centre 
 

 
 

 

16 GCC August 2015  
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4.        UK PROPERTY MARKET TRENDS   
 

Cushman & Wakefield is a privately held commercial real estate services firm which provides a range of services 
globally. Their UK Quarterly MarketBeat is a review of market trends and price movements in the UK property 
markets, which includes an analysis of yields and rental values for the retail, office, industrial, hotel and 
residential property sectors. It should be noted that these reports are prepared solely for information purposes 
and do not purport to be a complete description of the markets or developments contained therein. Further 
information can be found via http://www.cushmanwakefield.co.uk/en-gb/research-and-insight/local-reports/. 
 
4.1 Industrial 
 
Table 4a17 shows the indicative prime industrial rent levels over the relevant reporting periods for Glasgow and 
various other UK comparator locations.  
 

Table 4a 
 

 
 
 

17 Cushman & Wakefield, September 2015 
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Table 4b18 shows the indicative prime industrial yields over the relevant reporting periods for Glasgow and 
various other UK comparator locations. 

 
Table 4b 

 

18 Ibid 
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4.2 Office 
 
Table 4c19 shows the indicative prime office rental levels over the relevant reporting periods for Glasgow and 
various other UK comparator locations. 

 
Table 4c 

 

19 Ibid 
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Table 4d20 shows the indicative prime office yields over the relevant reporting periods for Glasgow and various 
other UK comparator locations. 

 
Table 4d 

 

20 Ibid 
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4.3 Retail 
 
Table 4e21 shows the indicative prime retail rental levels over the relevant reporting periods for Glasgow and 
various other UK comparator locations. Due to the discrepancy between its high rental level figures and the 
other comparator locations, London (West End) is not included in this table. Please also note that zoning 
practices can differ between cities. 

 
Table 4e 

 

21 Ibid 
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Table 4f22 shows the indicative prime retail yields over the relevant reporting periods for Glasgow and various 
other UK comparator locations. Please note that zoning practices can differ between cities. 

 
Table 4f 

 

 
 
 
 

22 Ibid 
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS AND CITY CENTRE INFORMATION 
 
5.1  Street Cleanliness 
 
Clean Glasgow was launched by Glasgow City Council in February 2007, and this body commissioned 
independent street cleanliness surveys of the city centre which have been undertaken by the national 
environment agency, Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB). Whilst the annual city centre survey was not repeated in 
November 2013, the City Centre Regeneration team commissioned a renewal of this report for November 2014 
with a view to maintaining this process going forward.  
 
The area surveyed consists of approximately 166 street sites (transects) and the survey reflects the standard of 
cleanliness of these areas, achieved at the time of the survey and assessed in accordance with the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 and its attendant Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse (Scotland) 2006.  
Criteria assessed include the general standard of cleanliness, sources of litter, types of litter, and adverse 
environmental quality indicators (AEQIs). Each transect is graded (from A to D) with each grade worth a requisite 
number of points. The overall city centre Cleanliness Index (CI) is then a reflection of the total points scored as a 
percentage of the total possible points available.  
 
The CI score for 2014 was 64. However, it should also be noted that the KSB audit found that 93% of all 
transects surveyed were found to be of an acceptable standard (i.e. Grade A, B or B+). The overall CI scores for 
the city centre surveys undertaken to date are as follow:  
 
Period Mar 2007 Sep 2007 Nov 2008 Nov 2009 Nov 2010 Nov 2011 Nov 2012 Nov 2014 
CI Score 62 66 66 64 66 66 62 64 
 
As part of the independent surveys they conduct, KSB also report on various aspects of street cleanliness 
including Adverse Environmental Quality Indicators (AEQIs) i.e. common issues affecting the local environment 
within communities. The number of incidences of these issues recorded in each KSB report has been collated in 
Table 5a below. 
 

Table 5a 
 

  Mar-07 Sep-07 Nov-08 Nov-09 Nov-10 Nov-11 Nov-12 Nov-14 
Dog fouling 2 2 2 1 1 1 4 1 
Graffiti 23 12 10 13 16 17 15 4 
Vandalism 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 
Weeds 4 11 0 9 5 5 2 4 
Detritus 16 8 11 12 10 12 9 7 
Gum 43 28 31 66 57 16 46 32 
Fly-posting 4 2 4 5 7 2 4 1 

Fly-tipping 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 
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The Keep Scotland Beautiful annual survey results for Glasgow city-wide cleanliness are shown in Table 5b as 
below.  

Table 5b 
 

Year April June 
August (other 

LA) 
October December KSB Validation 

February 
(other LA) 

Score 

2010/2011 70 70 67 71 74 68 72 69 

2011/2012 70 71 75 72 73 68 76 70 

2012/2013 72 72 76 71 78 58 72 72 

2013/2014 74 69 73 81 73 63 83 74 

 
Please note that the methodology involved in the surveys for the year 2014/15 has changed. As a result of this 
the format of the scoring achieved has also changed to the following. 
 

Year 
Assessment 1  

(Glasgow City CI) 
Assessment 2 

(Glasgow City CI) 
Assessment 3 

(KSB Validation) 
Overall Score 

2014/2015 82 85 76 81 

 
5.2  Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)   
 
Community Safety Glasgow monitors various quarterly performance indicators relating to crime and antisocial 
behaviour23. Below is a sample of these indicators relevant to the city centre from July 2013 to June 2015. From 
April 2012 the data was collected by local authority ward rather than a larger area that had previously 
incorporated Partick West and Hillhead.  
 

Ward 10 (Anderston/City) Jul-Sep 
2013 

Oct-Dec 
2013 

Jan-Mar 
2014 

Apr-Jun 
2014 

Jul-Sep 
2014 

Oct-Dec 
2014 

Jan-Mar 
2015 

Apr-Jun 
2015 

• Square meterage of 
graffiti removed 5690 5630 5167 7090 5908 3917 5127 5946 

• Square meterage of 
flyposting removed 30 346 1826 702 582 617 525 495 

• Fixed penalty notices 
issued (includes fly-
tipping, dog fouling, 
litter, cigarette litter and 
chewing gum) 

4169 3198 3643 3987 3841 2894 3100 3279 

• Number of school, 
community and 
business clean-ups 
undertaken 

27 30 20 16 65 56 54 102 

• Number of volunteers 
actively engaged with 
CSG through NIES24 

96 256 76 87 354 174 223 451 

 

23 CSG, September 2015 
24 Neighbourhood Improvement and Enforcement Service 
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5.3   Crime and antisocial behaviour 
 
Table 5c provides data on crime, incidents and antisocial behaviour (ASB) for the period covered by this 
Healthcheck and the same 6-month period last year.  
 
The data collated covers the Local Community Planning Partnership Central and West area, which is an 
aggregation of the Council wards of Partick West, Hillhead and Anderston/City. This is the largest local CPP in 
the City by population size. The table shows that all categories of crime incidents have decreased when 
compared to the same period last year. 
 

Table 5c:  Crime/ASB indicators - Central & West neighbourhood 
 

KPI Type January – June 
2014 

January – June 
2015 +/- % change 

ASB Incidents 3368 3136 -232 -7% 

Youth Disorder 188 165 -23 -12% 

ASB Crime 6262 6113 -149 -2% 

Violent Crime 896 881 -15 -2% 

 
DEFINITIONS 
 

• ASB Incidents - Police Scotland incidents relating to complaints, disturbances, neighbour and noise 
complaints. 

• Youth Disorder - the same as above but filtered to isolate youth related incidents by disposal code/qualifier 
and free text search for phrases indicating youth involvement. 

• ASB Crime - data from the Police Scotland Corporate Database covering a variety of ASB type offences 
relating to disregard for community wellbeing (such as BOP, threatening or abusive behaviour, drunk and 
incapable behaviour etc.), environmental damage (such as littering, vandalism etc.), misuse of public space 
(such as street drinking, prostitution, and all Fixed Penalty Notices). 

• Violent Crime - all Group 1 crimes of violence and simple/common assaults taken from the Police Scotland 
Corporate Database. 
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6. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
6.1 Planning Applications and Building Warrant Applications 
 
 
Table 6a25 provides a comparison of both planning applications granted and building warrant applications 
received on Ward 10 Anderston/City centre basis against the periods January to June and July to December for 
years 2009 to 2015. The number of planning applications granted for period January to June 2015 showed a 
change of -20% against the same period in 2014. The number of building warrant applications received for 
period January to June 2015 showed a change of -6% against the same period in 2014.  
 
 

Table 6a Planning and Building Warrant Applications 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 GCC September 2015 
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6.2 City Centre Retail Planning Applications 
 

Table 6b26 tracks the quarterly numbers of retail planning applications approved since January 2006 to June 
2015 using monthly data collated by GCC. Within this timeframe, the figures for the whole of 2014 were the 
highest yet recorded. So far, the figures collected from January to June 2015 show a change of -27.0% against 
the same reporting period in 2014, but are largely comparable to the figures recorded in previous years.. 

 

Table 6b  

 
 

26 Ibid 
 

 
24 

                                                           



7. TOURISM  
 
7.1 Glasgow Hotel Occupancy Rates 
 
The data recorded for hotel occupancy rates is based on 22 city centre hotels. Table 7a27 illustrates the hotel 
occupancy rates from 2008 to 2015. The average hotel occupancy rate recorded over the period January to 
June in 2014 was 79.7%. The rate recorded over the same period in 2015 was 80.3%.  
 

Table 7a  
 

 
 

 
Table 7b28 illustrates the average hotel occupancy rates for previous years. The average hotel occupancy rate 
for 2014 was recorded at 82.9% - this is the highest rate yet recorded and is significantly greater than the 
previous high of 78.9% for 2013. 
 
 
Table 7b: Yearly Average Hotel Occupancy Rates (%) 
 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
65.7 65.5 66.0 68.4 70.8 71.5 74.3 77.4 74.3 74.4 74.4 75.1 77.4 78.9 82.9 

 
 
 

27 GGHA City of Glasgow Forecaster – Zone A (provided by GCMB August 2015)  
28 Ibid 
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7.2 Tourist Surveys 
 
The quarterly Lynn Jones Forecasting report system previously available through the Visitract online survey is no 
longer being used by Glasgow City Marketing Bureau. As a result, this particular form of data collection is now 
defunct and other methods are currently being appraised going forward.  
 
7.3 Glasgow International Airport: Passenger Numbers 

Glasgow International Airport operates 365 days a year, 24 hours a day and deals with approximately 7.4 million 
passengers a year, generating almost £200 million annually to the economy29.  Further snapshot facts and 
figures on the airport can be accessed via the following link: http://www.glasgowairport.com/about-us/facts-and-
figures 

Table 7c30 illustrates Glasgow Airport’s total passenger numbers and how they compare to an average taken of 
other cities31.  The figures cover the period January 2010 – June 2015 and relate to the number of terminal 
passengers recorded by the Civil Aviation Authority.  Glasgow Airport and its comparators tend to demonstrate 
the same yearly trends.  
 
Comparing the first half of 2015 against the first half of 2014, Glasgow Airport demonstrated a 13.76% increase 
in average monthly passenger numbers. In the same year on year comparison, UK comparator cities showed an 
increase of 5.84% in average monthly passenger numbers. 
 

Table 7c  
 

 
 
 

29 Glasgow Airport website accessed August 2015 
30 CAA website accessed August 2015 
31 Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Gatwick, Heathrow, Leeds, Liverpool, London City, London Luton, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Norwich and Stansted 
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Table 7d32 shows the year-on-year percentage rate change in airport passenger numbers recorded at Glasgow 
Airport for each month. For comparison purposes, a similar calculation is made for the year-on-year percentage 
rate change in the average airport passenger numbers of the comparator cities.  The graph shows that Glasgow 
performed better than the average of the comparator cities during the comparison period i.e. the first half of 2015 
(13.67% against 6.04%).  
 

Table 7d  
 

 
 

32 Ibid 
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8. GLASGOW NEWS ROUND-UP 
 
Glasgow Youth Arts Festival takes centre stage – 30 March 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/glasgow-youth-arts-festival-take-centre-stage-201773n.121680490 
 
Singing group set for the world stage – 30 March 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/singing-group-set-for-the-world-stage-201810n.121904363 

New Scottish theatre base planned for Glasgow – 30 March 2015 
http://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/arts/news/new-scottish-theatre-base-planned-for-glasgow-1-3732969 

Glasgow set to begin search for Burrell Collection design team – 30 March 2015 
http://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/news/glasgow-set-to-begin-search-for-burrell-collection-design-
team/8680652.article 

Plans unveiled for Pacific Quay development – 1 April 2015 
http://www.bqlive.co.uk/2015/04/01/plans-unveiled-for-pacific-quay-development/ 

Glasgow in shortlist for Sports City of the Year award – 2 April 2015  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/scotland/32164348 
 
Get in the thick of Glasgow’s energy generating Green Maze – 2 April 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/315942-glasgow-citys-year-of-green-maze-at-george-square-on-april-9-16/ 

Plan for £66m revamp of Burrell Collection backed by Glasgow City Council – 2 April 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/plan-for-66m-revamp-of-burrell-collection-backed-by-
glasgow-city-council.122295223 

Glasgow walking tour launches with ghosts, Sinatra and Charlie Sheen – 7 April 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/316352-the-look-up-glasgow-tour-retraces-the-footsteps-of-world-icons/ 

Glasgow Mela to be bigger than ever as festival marks 25 years celebrating city’s diversity – 8 April 2015 
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/glasgow-mela-bigger-ever-festival-5477997 

Glasgow economy set for powerful boost from flagship renewable energy event – 11 April 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/business/markets-economy/glasgow-economy-set-for-powerful-boost-from-
flagship-renewable-energy-event.122926665 

Strong start to 2015 for Glasgow office market – 16 April 2015 
http://www.property-magazine.eu/strong-start-to-2015-for-glasgow-office-market-31941.html 
 
Riverside Festival promises to be biggest and best yet – 17 April 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/arts-ents/music/riverside-festival-promises-to-be-biggest-and-best-
yet.122884581 

Police winning the war on hate crime in the city – 21 April 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/blitz-on-vile-hate-thugs-204043n.123529031 

Glasgow hotel demand outstrips rest of Scotland – 24 April 2015 
http://www.scotsman.com/business/media-tech-leisure/glasgow-hotel-demand-outstrips-rest-of-scotland-1-
3752874 
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Glasgow’s 1 West Regent Street reached practical completion – 23 April 2015 
http://www.bqlive.co.uk/2015/04/23/glasgows-1-west-regent-street-reaches-practical-completion/ 

Former Dalmarnock Power Station site to see 550 new homes in Glasgow east end development – 28 
April 2015 
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/former-dalmarnock-power-station-site-5596906 

Host City 2015 to take place in Glasgow on 9 and 10 November – 30 April 2015 
http://www.hostcity.net/event-management-news/host-city-2015-take-place-glasgow-9-and-10-november 

New top grade office blocks planned for city centre – 4 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/new-top-grade-offices-blocks-planned-for-city-centre-
205417n.124893467 

Big rise in visits to city’s free attractions – 4 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/visitor-numbers-to-city-attractions-soar4-205420n.124901235 

BBC Music at the Quay returns to Glasgow with Lulu, Stevie McCrorie and Jamie Cullum – 7 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/bbc-music-at-the-quay-returns-to-glasgow-205851n.125298451 

Record passenger numbers at Glasgow and Edinburgh airports – 11 May 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/business/markets-economy/record-passenger-numbers-at-glasgow-and-
edinburgh-airports.125772894 

Digital memories board set up for Glasgow visitors – 13 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/new-wonderwall-to-promote-glasgow-206521n.125295087 

Record turnout for All-Energy conference – 13 May 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/business/markets-economy/record-turnout-for-all-energy-
conference.125884832 

Business tourism worth £1.2bn to Glasgow over ten years, says bureau – 13 May 2015 
http://www.meetpie.com/modules/newsmodule/newsdetails.aspx?t=Business-tourism-worth-1-2bn-to-
Glasgow-over-ten-years-says-bureau&newsid=20902 

Glasgow tunes up for a Big Big Sing – 14 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/glasgow-tunes-up-for-a-big-big-sing-206715n.125994465 

Bureau attracts the best – 15 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/bureau-attracts-the-best-206883n.125633057 

Procurement strategy agreed for £1.13bn Glasgow City Deal – 15 May 2015 
http://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/5947/procurement-strategy-agreed-for-1-13bn-glasgow-city-deal/ 

Glasgow Comic Con returns bigger, better and geekier – 17 May 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/319020-glasgow-comic-con-2015-start-in-june-at-cca-art-school-and-renfield-
centre/ 
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Bids invited for £72m civils at Glasgow Sighthill regen – 26 May 2015 
http://www.constructionenquirer.com/2015/05/26/bids-invited-for-72m-civils-at-glasgow-sighthill-regen/ 

Hotel and leisure hub to create 150 jobs – 28 May 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/starbucks-to-open-at-new-city-hotel-venue-208274n.127285371 

Glasgow hotels see revenue rise – 28 May 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/business/company-news/glasgow-hotels-see-revenue-rise.127442628 

ESPGHAN choose Glasgow and the SECC for 2019 – 28 May 2015 
http://www.incentivetravel.co.uk/news/glasgow/26868-espghan-choose-glasgow-and-the-secc-for-2019 

Insider regional report: Glasgow – 29 May 2015 
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/business/business-features/insider-regional-report-glasgow-5778660 

First bus announce new £14m “state-of-the-art” fleet for Glasgow – 29 May 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/1321893-first-bus-invest-14m-in-new-eco-friendly-glasgow-fleet-coming-in-
august/ 

Glasgow calls for “neglected” QE2 to return home – 3 June 2015 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/cruises/cruise-news/11648386/Glasgow-calls-for-neglected-QE2-to-return-
home.html 

£598,501 funding boosts cultural activity across Glasgow – 4 June 2015 
http://www.allmediascotland.com/media-releases/101348/media-release-598501-funding-boosts-cultural-
activity-across-glasgow/ 

More than 2.1million people attended events to celebrate Glasgow 2014 – 8 June 2015 
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/revealed-more-21million-people-attended-5845362 

Warriors to celebrate Pro12 win with George Square part – 8 June 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/1322558-glasgow-warriors-set-for-open-top-bus-and-george-square-celebration/ 

East End to have its very own Oran Mor-style venue after £1.2m transformation – 9 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/glasgows-east-end-to-have-its-very-own-oran-mor-style-venue-after-
209633n.128183011 

Thousands take to the West End for famous festival parade – 8 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/thousands-take-to-the-west-end-for-famous-festival-parade-
209456n.128260916 

Record year for SECC – 11 June 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/record-year-for-secc.128700687 

Hundreds of fans turn out to cheer on Glasgow Warriors’ victory parade – 12 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/hundreds-of-fans-turn-out-to-cheer-on-glasgow-warriors-victory-
parade-210090n.128766511 
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A new tour around Glasgow’s most famous music venues will launch next month – 12 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/a-new-tour-around-glasgows-most-famous-music-venues-will-launch-
next-210048n.128624983 

Glasgow at centre of bid to make cities more cycle-friendly – 15 June 2015 
http://www.allmediascotland.com/media-releases/102073/media-release-glasgow-at-centre-of-bid-to-make-
cities-more-cycle-friendly/ 

New council app for reporting problems – 17 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13336373.New_council_app_for_reporting_problems/ 

More young people to benefit from £50m training scheme extension – 17 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13336389.More_young_people_to_benefit_from_extended___50m_tr
aining_scheme/ 

Kids to set off a day of fun in a fleet of Glasgow Taxis – 17 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13336396.Kids_to_set_off_for_a_day_of_fun_in_a_fleet_of_Glasgow_T
axis/ 

Glasgow sweeps the board with award wins – 19 June 2015 
http://newsroom.peoplemakeglasgow.com/news/news-archive/june-2015/glasgow-sweeps-the-board-with-
award-wins/ 

Tickets going fast for World Gymnastics Championships – 19 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13342126.Tickets_going_fast_for_World_Gymnastic_Championships/ 

New Technology and Innovation Centre boosts Glasgow’s economy – 24 June 2015 
http://www.meetingmediagroup.com/article/new-technology-and-innovation-centre-boosts-glasgow-s-
economy 

Booming Glasgow: City and airport growing together – 22 June 2015 
http://www.airport-business.com/2015/06/booming-glasgow-city-airport-growing-together/ 

Merchant City Festival programme launched – 23 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13347478.Merchant_City_Festival_programme_launched/ 

Run adds a splash of colour in Glasgow – 29 June 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13358538.Run_adds_a_splash_of_colour_in_Glasgow/ 

It’s more than the writing that’s on the walls for Glasgow – 30 June 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/comment/ken-smith-at-large/at-large-its-more-than-the-writing-thats-on-
the-walls-for-glasgow.130397985 

Prepare to be inspired as city responds to call for award nominations – 1 July 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/prepare-to-be-inspired-as-city-responds-to-call-for-award-
nominations.130305711 
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Queen opens new Strathclyde University technology centre – 3 July 2015 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-33374318 

Wetherspoon plans new £10m Glasgow hotel – 7 July 2015 
http://www.hotelowner.co.uk/3873-wetherspoon-plans-new-10m-glasgow-hotel/ 

Watch BGT star’s Flawless launch the UDO World Street Dance Championships in Glasgow – 7 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13374884.Watch_BGT_star_s_Flawless_launch_the_UDO_World_Stree
t_Dance_Championships_in_Glasgow/ 

World War 1 trenches to be created in Pollok Park – 8 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13376225.World_War_1_trenches_to_be_created_in_Pollok_Park/ 

Accessible guide to Glasgow attractions – 9 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13379254.Accessible_guide_to_Glasgow_attractions/ 

Is this the world’s friendliest city – 8 July 2015 
http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20150707-the-friendliest-town-in-europe 

Glasgow gets set to welcome the opening of three new hotels – 10 July 2015 
http://www.incentivetravel.co.uk/news/glasgow/27647-glasgow-gets-set-to-welcome-the-opening-of-three-
new-hotels 

Strong demand for office space in Glasgow – 9 July 2015 
https://www.property-magazine.eu/strong-demand-for-office-space-in-glasgow-33084.html 

The three mile tunnel which goes under Glasgow parks that needs no planning permission – 11 July 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/the-three-mile-tunnel-which-goes-under-glasgow-parks-
that-needs-no-planning-permissio.131592876 

Airport sees record numbers for 28th month in a row – 13 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13409458.Airport_sees_record_numbers_for_28th_month_in_a_row/ 

Six months of strong sales for Glasgow – 14 July 2015 
http://www.incentivetravel.co.uk/news/glasgow/27704-six-months-of-strong-sales-for-glasgow 

Old Glasgow college site could be used for new homes – 16 July 2015 
http://www.scottishhousingnews.com/4517/old-glasgow-college-site-could-be-used-for-new-homes/ 

City skyline could change with plans for Broadway Two development – 16 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13422761.City_skyline_could_change_with_plans_for_Broadway_Two_
development/ 

Back to the future in Anderston as Victorian street layout is revived – 21 July 2015 
http://www.thenational.scot/news/back-to-the-future-in-anderston-as-victorian-street-layout-if-revived.5405 

Merchant City Festival fun gets underway – 26 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13500513.Merchant_City_Festival_fun_gets_underway/ 
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2014 Games: the biggest year the city has ever had – 25 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13499361.2014_Games__the_biggest_year_the_city_has_ever_had/ 

Glasgow to host 2016 Olympic swimming trials – 27 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/sport/other/13502096.Glasgow_to_host_2016_Olympic_swimming_trials/ 

Glasgow businesses back city street dance extravaganza with discount offers – 27 July 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13502009.Glasgow_businesses_back_city_street_dance_extravaganza_
with_discount_offers/?ref=rss 

One week until Piping Live! on George Square – 4 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13527208.One_week_until_Piping_Live__on_George_Square/ 

Dance fans flock to street dance battles – 3 August 2015 
http://newsroom.peoplemakeglasgow.com/news/news-archive/august-2015/dance-fans-flock-to-street-
dance-battles 

Glasgow set to stage biggest Artistic Gymnastics Worlds – 5 August 2015 
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=296006 

Magners’ Summer Nights returns to Kelvingrove Bandstand for second year running – 6 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13578014.Magners____Summer_Nights_returns_to_Kelvingrove_Band
stand_for_second_year_running/ 

Glasgow City Council unveils plan to “transform” Glasgow with 25,000 new homes – 10 August 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13585572.Glasgow_City_Council_unveils_plan_to__transform__Glasgo
w_with_25_000_new_homes/ 

Office plan for listed Glasgow city centre building – 11 August 2015 
http://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/7559/office-plan-for-listed-glasgow-city-centre-building/ 

Dundee and Glasgow top student satisfaction survey – 12 August 2015 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-33866080 

Nightclub owner launches monthly street food festival – 12 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13588771.Nightclub_owner_launches_monthly_street_food_festival/ 

Scottish airports report soaring passenger growth – 12 August 2015 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/transport/scottish-airports-report-soaring-passenger-growth-1-3855291 

The Davis Cup is coming to Scotland: semi-final to be played in Glasgow – 12 August 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/13589624.The_Davis_Cup_is_coming_to_Scotland__semi_f
inal_to_be_played_in_Glasgow/ 

Glasgow population continues to rise – 18 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13609730.Glasgow_population_continues_to_rise/ 

Clyde Tunnel’s cycle paths to benefit from £20,000 investment – 19 August 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/1326930-clyde-tunnels-cycle-paths-in-glasgow-benefit-from-20000-fund/ 
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http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13499361.2014_Games__the_biggest_year_the_city_has_ever_had/
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/sport/other/13502096.Glasgow_to_host_2016_Olympic_swimming_trials/
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13502009.Glasgow_businesses_back_city_street_dance_extravaganza_with_discount_offers/?ref=rss
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13502009.Glasgow_businesses_back_city_street_dance_extravaganza_with_discount_offers/?ref=rss
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13527208.One_week_until_Piping_Live__on_George_Square/
http://newsroom.peoplemakeglasgow.com/news/news-archive/august-2015/dance-fans-flock-to-street-dance-battles
http://newsroom.peoplemakeglasgow.com/news/news-archive/august-2015/dance-fans-flock-to-street-dance-battles
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=296006
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13578014.Magners____Summer_Nights_returns_to_Kelvingrove_Bandstand_for_second_year_running/
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13578014.Magners____Summer_Nights_returns_to_Kelvingrove_Bandstand_for_second_year_running/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13585572.Glasgow_City_Council_unveils_plan_to__transform__Glasgow_with_25_000_new_homes/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13585572.Glasgow_City_Council_unveils_plan_to__transform__Glasgow_with_25_000_new_homes/
http://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/7559/office-plan-for-listed-glasgow-city-centre-building/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-33866080
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13588771.Nightclub_owner_launches_monthly_street_food_festival/
http://www.scotsman.com/news/transport/scottish-airports-report-soaring-passenger-growth-1-3855291
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/13589624.The_Davis_Cup_is_coming_to_Scotland__semi_final_to_be_played_in_Glasgow/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/homenews/13589624.The_Davis_Cup_is_coming_to_Scotland__semi_final_to_be_played_in_Glasgow/
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13609730.Glasgow_population_continues_to_rise/
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/1326930-clyde-tunnels-cycle-paths-in-glasgow-benefit-from-20000-fund/


Plans to transform 1960s hospital building – 20 August 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13615295.Plans_to_transform_1960s_hospital_building/ 

Big Yin’s artwork on display in Glasgow – 24 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13621949.Big_Yin_s_artwork_on_display_in_Glasgow/ 

Bellahouston stage set for Summer Sessions – 24 August 2015 
http://www.glasgowsouthandeastwoodextra.co.uk/what-s-on/leisure/bellahouston-stage-set-for-summer-
sessions-1-3867092 

Student flats plans for historic building – 25 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13623742.Student_flats_plans_for_historic_building/ 

Night time safety scheme now extended to South Side – 26 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13626332.Night_time_safety_scheme_now_extended_to_South_Side/ 

Planetarium is out of this world – 26 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13626349.Planetarium_is_out_of_this_world/ 

New scheme to find children missing in the city centre – 28 August 2015 
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/13632451.New_scheme_to_find_children_missing_in_the_city_centre/ 

Restaurant plan for Glasgow’s Citizen Building – 2 September 2015 
http://www.heraldscotland.com/business/13639605.display/ 

Scotland’s biggest craft beer festival announces its full line-up – 2 September 2015 
http://glasgow.stv.tv/articles/1327905-craft-beer-rising-announce-line-up-for-2015-event/ 

New £30m Radisson hotel planed for Glasgow – 7 September 2015 
http://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/8032/new-30m-radisson-hotel-planned-for-glasgow/ 

MTV returns to Scotland with MTV Live Lockdown in Glasgow – 7 September 2015 
http://newsroom.peoplemakeglasgow.com/news/news-archive/september-2015/mtv-returns-to-scotland-
with-mtv-live-lockdown-in-glasgow/ 

Historic Willow Tea Rooms will be restored – 8 September 2015 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/uk/scotland/article4550326.ece 
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http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/uk/scotland/article4550326.ece


9. MAILING LIST AND SURVEY 
 
To subscribe to the Health Check please send an email to the address below with your contact details. You can 
also access the latest and archived issues at http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=2977 .   
 

 
For any further information please contact 

 
 

 

City Centre Regeneration 

Housing and Regeneration Services 

Glasgow City Council 

Development and Regeneration Services 

231 George Street 

GLASGOW    

G1 1RX 

 

 

0141-287-6540 

citycentreissues@glasgow.gov.uk  
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	An additional counter has also recently been installed adjacent to the Garage nightclub at the western end of Sauchiehall Street.
	Table 1a4F  below shows data collated from these counters from January 2011 – June 2015.  Springboard counters record footfall over each 24-hour period and register both day and night time economy.
	Total footfall recorded across all counters for the period of January to June 2015 fell by -1.96% when compared against the same period in 2014. During the same comparison period, Buchanan Street precinct (at Kiehl’s) performed the best with recorded ...
	Table 1a
	The British Retail Consortium (BRC)/Springboard Retail Footfall Monitor gathers data on customer activity in town and city centre locations, and in out of town shopping locations, throughout the UK using the latest generation automated technology. The...
	The Monitor provides the only available broad-based measures of the footfall performance of town centres and out of town shopping locations in the UK.
	Table 1b5F  illustrates the year-on-year change in Glasgow’s footfall figures as compared against national comparator data drawn from the BRC/Springboard Retail Footfall Monitor from January 2014 to June 2015.
	Table 1b
	Nitezone footfall
	Table 1c6F  illustrates comparative Nitezone footfall figures from January 2011 – June 2015.  The figures (relating to Gordon Street, Sauchiehall Street, and Albion Street) are collated by taxi marshals who are present at the designated taxi pick up p...
	Average footfall figures recorded in Gordon Street and Sauchiehall Street appear to have stabilised since mid-2012. Albion Street figures have remained stable throughout. The total Nitezone footfall recorded over all three city centre precincts for th...
	Table 1c
	ATCM-Springboard collates the Night Time Economy Index7F  that measures the UK’s high street footfall during the hours of 6pm – 4am. The UK national average annual percent change for period January to June 2015 against the same period in 2014 showed a...
	Glasgow’s figures are based on the footfall recorded by the Style Mile counters during the hours of 6pm – 4am. It should be noted that whilst this reporting provides some basic benchmarking, due to the placement of the footfall counters involved, it c...
	Table 1d8F  shows the Night Time figures for Glasgow Style Mile from January 2011 to end of June 2015.
	Table 2a
	3. VACANT SITES (CITY CENTRE)
	Table 3a15F  provides details of vacant and derelict sites within Glasgow city centre.
	The pie-chart represents 10.32ha of vacant and derelict land across 31 sites within the city centre area bounded by the M8, High Street and the River Clyde. There has been no change in this data since the last issue of the Healthcheck document.
	As indicated, the majority of sites are privately owned.  Their potential land use is varied from residential to office, retail, civic and mixed use.  The majority of sites appear to have had planning consents granted or are in the process of undertak...
	Table 3a Vacant sites within the City Centre
	Table 6b25F  tracks the quarterly numbers of retail planning applications approved since January 2006 to June 2015 using monthly data collated by GCC. Within this timeframe, the figures for the whole of 2014 were the highest yet recorded. So far, the ...
	Table 6b

