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The Scottish Housing Regulator 

• Regulatory Framework 
• Annual risk assessment 
• Regulation Plans – 56 RSLs 
• Development Thematic – March 2017 
• Review of sector’s finances – March 

2017 
 

 
 



Challenges and Risks 

 
 



Lessons from sector finance report 

• Generally managing resources to ensure 
financial well being 

• Level of development activity 
• Access to funding 
• Rent affordability 



Thematic Methodology 

• In-depth individual discussions with nine social 
landlords 
Bield Housing and Care  Clyde Valley Housing Association 
Eildon Housing Association   Fife Council  
Kingdom Housing Association   Link Group 
New Gorbals Housing Association  Port of Leith Housing Association 
Wheatley Housing Group  
 

• Round-table discussion with them and MHD 
 
• Identification of positive practice principles 
 
 



10 Positive Practice Principles for 
Development  

 
• For each Principle we:  

– Identify positive practice  
– Link with the SHR Regulatory Standards and 

Business Planning Recommended Practice  
– Set out questions for governing bodies  

 
• We expect RSLs to apply the principles in a 

proportionate way  
 



Positive Practice Principles 
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Feedback 
Mary Taylor, SFHA Chief Executive 
“The report provides a useful guide to the issues that housing associations need to consider 
when either considering developing again or looking to expand their development 
programmes”.  
John Marr, Scotland Senior Policy Advisor, Council of Mortgage Lenders.  
“This comprehensive guidance is a welcome addition to the tools and resources available to 
help boards strengthen their response to development risks, as they prepare to step up to the 
mark in delivering the government’s 50,000 homes target”. 
Colin Culross, Director of Development and Asset Management, Link Group  
“There’s one thing certain about development and that’s its uncertainty. This is a very well-
constructed and informative document which outlines the guiding principles for RSLs - whether 
they be experienced in developing new homes or re-entering the affordable housing supply 
marketplace”. 
Bill Banks, Chief Executive, Kingdom Housing Association 
“Development is a complex process and the SHR Development Thematic is a very good report 
identifying positive practice based principles, which could be used by all RSL’s, as a form of 
self-assessment tool, to assess their own practices, capacity and capabilities to deliver their 
programmes and improve processes”. 
 
 



 

Any Questions? 
 

 
 

Find the thematic here:  
https://www.scottishhousingregulator.gov.uk/publications/de

velopment-affordable-housing-scotland-thematic-inquiry 
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