Register of Common Good Property
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e-mail commongoodconsultation@glasgow.gov.uk 
Overview
Part 8 of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 aims to "increase transparency about Common Good assets and community involvement in decisions taken about their identification, use and disposal".
The Act places new duties on the council in relation to common good property:-
· Section 102 of the Act places a duty on the council to establish and maintain, after consultation, a register of property which is held by it as part of the common good.
· Section 104 imposes the requirement for public consultation before the disposal or change of use of a common good property.
Statutory guidance published by the Scottish Government sets out the procedure for establishing the register, and for subsequent consultations on the use or disposal of common good land.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/community-empowerment-common-good-property-guidance-local-authorities/
What is common good property?
There is no statutory definition of common good, and it can be difficult to determine what property is common good.
In general, common good relates to property held by former Burghs; if a property was acquired by or gifted to a former Burgh, it could have common good status. Burghs were abolished in 1975 and so only property which was acquired before 15 May 1975 will be considered, but, not all property formerly owned by a Burgh will be common good. If a property has been acquired using statutory powers or is held on a trust, it will not be considered to be common good. Most property owned by the council has been acquired using statutory powers, including the majority of the city's parks.
The council's policy on common good, approved in 2015, gives general guidance on how we will identify common good property and what kinds of property may be considered to be common good.
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/councillorsandcommittees/viewDoc.asp?c=P62AFQUTZ32UUT0G
Factors we will take into account in making this assessment include, whether the property has been held for the benefit of the community or dedicated to a public purpose. This may be because of a condition imposed in the original title deed or some subsequent act of the council or the use of the property over a long period of time.
Publication of the draft Register - consultation
We have published our draft Register which can be found here. If you want to comment on the register, for example, to suggest that a property should be removed or added, then you should e-mail:- 
commongoodconsultation@glasgow.gov.uk 
or write to 
Head of Legal and Administration, Chief Executive's Dept, Glasgow City Council, City Chambers, 40 John Street, Glasgow, G2 1DU.
The consultation will last until 27th October 2019 
We will publish all comments, in line with our data protection policy. We will also publish our response to the comments. We will aim to respond to the comment within 12 weeks.
We will aim to publish the final version of our Register by the end of March 2020. 
If we receive a large number of comments, it may take longer to investigate them. In this case we will publish the Register with a note to explain that we are carrying out research in response to representations.
The register may change over time, where further research identifies other property we consider to be common good, or if property is determined by a court to be common good. We may remove property from the list if it no longer considered to be common good.
Consultation on proposals to dispose of or change the use of common good property
If there is a proposal to dispose of, or change the use of a common good property, we will consult on that proposal in line with the statutory guidance. In addition, we may have to obtain permission from the court for the disposal or change of use if the property is considered to be inalienable common good.
The council also holds money in its common good fund. A copy of the most recent accounts can be found https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=42909&p=0

If you require any additional information or would like this document in an alternative format or community languages, please contact: commongoodconsultation@glasgow.gov.uk or write to 
Head of Legal and Administration, Chief Executive's Dept, Glasgow City Council, City Chambers, 40 John Street, Glasgow, G2 1DU.
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