
The Friends of Bellahouston Park wish to object to the Community Asset 

Transfer as submitted by Locavore Community Interest Company. The 

Friends of Bellahouston have sent in a request to GCC as per their 

consultation on what areas/building should be on the register of 

Common Good in Glasgow. Sent in on the 19th August 2019, this 

request will be looked at but a response will be given in 12 weeks’ time, 

well after the timescale given for the consideration for this Asset 

Transfer. Status Quo should be in place until GCC have made their 

decision. If Bellahouston Park is added to the list then GCC would have 

to handle this Asset Transfer in a different way as per the “Community 

Empowerment and Common Good Property “Guidance for Local 

Authorities” July 2018 issued by The Scottish Government. 

The Friends of Bellahouston would like to see this area of Bellahouston 

Park used but not under an Asset Transfer, as this would mean that this 

area of the Park would always have to be used for food growing and 

who knows what Glasgow will need in 20 years’ time. Locavore are 

currently one of a few suppliers of organic vegetables but supermarkets 

ect are beginning to have organic produce and this is continuing to grow 

year on year. There is no guarantee that Locavore will continue to have 

such a large share of the market in the future. If this area was leased to 

Locavore then GCC would be its landlord and give the protection to 

Bellahouston Park that is required. In the small survey that the Friends 

of Bellahouston Park had, no one asked for “Food growing” in the park. 

The most requested item was a wildlife area and an adventure 

playground area.   

The Friends of Bellahouston Park would also like to raise the following 

points. 

1. Page 9 Environmental Wellbeing - The form states that the project

would become known as a leading example of a former council

being repurposed in a way which is economically sustainable while

delivering a huge amount of social good.  Taking over the Council

not appropriate under an Asset Transfer. The Council is made up of

elected members.







be a contravention of “The nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 

2004.  In the plans there are talks about putting in an Orchard into 

the site but there appears to be little free space within the site. This 

area was also talked about in the Bat survey carried out in 

September 2018, requested by GCC. The conclusion and 

recommendations from this report talk about the problem with lights 

and that Bat Boxes should go up in this area, something that has 

not yet happened. The fact that when GCC were using this site, 

staff left at tea time but Locavore have been working much later 

than this on the site. Disturbing bats is an offence in the UK more 

survey work would be required if this Asset Transfer is to be 

granted. Failure to do this could affect Summer Session coming 

into Bellahouston Park, an event that brings into the Glasgow 

economy around 16 Million pounds.  

 

 

This Asset Transfer form has so many mistakes in it, for such an 

important document for Locavore it is both disappointing and very 

concerning. It would appear from their actions on site during the PTU 

time that they are choosing to ignore the Council’s advice.  

 There was also no notification signs put up at the entrance to the 

Nursery Area advertising the fact that this Asset Transfer Form had even 

been submitted. The Asset Transfer scheme is part of the Community 

Empowering (Scotland) act 2015 but to empower the local community 

they must first know about the proposed plans. How did they notify the 

Park users of their proposals?  

It is clear that Locavore are committed to the food growing strategy but 

is a Public Park in Glasgow the right place for an enterprise of this size? 

The people of Glasgow are very protective and proud of their Parks. 

Let’s keep Bellahouston Park intact and available to the people of 

Glasgow as was intended by the Steven Family. A 20 year lease would 

be more suitable with a proper rent being charged.   




