
OFFICIAL
OFFICIAL
UK Community Renewal Fund – Questions from Partners
Glasgow Stakeholder Session 13 April 2021
[bookmark: _GoBack]Version 4 – 06/05/21
Q:1 What is the thinking behind the 90% revenue and 10% capital split?
A1: This is a decision of the UK government.  It is worth noting that two other programmes around transport/infrastructure and community assets – the UK Levelling Up Fund and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund - will focus on capital projects. Additionally, given the timescale of March 2022 for project completion, it is unlikely that there will be many capital projects able to meet this deadline, hence the heavy weighting towards revenue funding. 
Prospective applicants should calibrate their bids accordingly. We are interested in bids that are either wholly or predominantly revenue based.
Projects that focus predominantly on the construction or major refurbishment of buildings, the purchase of land, or the purchase of large pieces of equipment will not be supported.
Q2: Would it be possible to have multi location sites for delivery?
A2: It is likely, again, that timescales would render this unfeasible.  The prospectus provides that regional bids i.e at city region level could be considered, but it is unlikely to be considered across wider geographies. 
Where there are applications covering multiple locations, the assessment will look at the predominant geographic focus of applications, based on the amount of spend in each place set out on the application form. Projects with the majority of spend in priority places (51% or over) will be considered to be a priority project.
Q3: Can a programme which has already commenced bid for funding?
A3: If the intention is to augment and scale up, this may be possible. 
Projects that have already launched are eligible for support where they meet the selection criteria and investment priorities set out in the prospectus. However, applicants must clearly demonstrate the additional impact that funding would have on the scale, scope and/or quality of the existing project. 
Applicants should note that projects will be assessed against considerations including that the project would not proceed without funding or could only be delivered on a smaller scale.
Costs are eligible for support from the date that projects are approved by UK government. Decisions will be made from late July and precise dates will be confirmed in the agreement between MHCLG and the relevant Lead Authority or project deliverer in Northern Ireland. Projects should set realistic start and end dates as well as realistic milestones, taking account of the fact that all expenditure must be incurred by 31 March 2022. UK Community Renewal Fund costs may only be incurred from the point of approval onwards – retrospective costs will not be paid.
Q4: What about projects that you have planned for future years funding?
Response: There is no indication from the UK government that funding will be provided beyond March 2022 for these projects.
Interventions supported by the UK Community Renewal Fund must be financially completed (i.e. all delivery activity concluded) by 31 March 2022 and will be for this year only. 
A4: focus for this Fund is to support innovation and new ideas in these areas, investing in pilots that draw on local insights and which will help places to prepare for the introduction of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund in 2022.
UK Government we will publish further details on the UK Shared Prosperity Fund in a UK-wide Investment Framework later this year and the profile will be confirmed at the next Spending Review.
Q5: Do you have a view on the ability of these projects to influence future spend on the UK Shared Prosperity Fund?
A5: At this stage, no. The UK Community Renewal Fund will help inform the design of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund through funding of one-year pilots, but the funds are distinct in regard to design, eligibility, and duration.
Q6: Are NHS Boards eligible to apply or would we need to use SWS element of HSCP?
A6: Any legally constituted organisation delivering an appropriate service should feel able to submit a bid. We are expecting bids to be prepared by a range of applicants, including but not limited to universities, third sector organisations umbrella business groups and the Council itself. Private sector organisations and registered charities may prepare bids where they are providing a service to benefit other organisations or individuals. They will not receive funding if the intention of the project is to further their own business/organisation e.g. through the purchase of equipment or offsetting additional staffing or other costs.

Q7: Is it possible for organisations to apply for funding towards work across multiple priority areas, in one application? Or would we have to focus on just one area? I know that projects apply through the 'lead authority', but it’s unclear how this would work where there are several areas involved.

A7: According to UK CRF guidance, project applicants can submit to more than one Lead Authority in response to local bidding processes if their project responds to requirements set out across more than one place. In this case, Lead Authorities may choose to run a joint process and/or assess bids collaboratively.

Glasgow City Council has published the application process and the timeframe for bids in Glasgow City are and all information can be found here:
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=26952

We suggest that potential applicants complete and submit an Expression of Interest template as soon as possible, so we can come respond with feedback about your project idea.

Please note that all UKCRF supported projects must be finalised by 31 March 2022. We expect approved projects to sign a funding agreement with the Council in August 2021 leaving a maximum period of 8 months for project delivery.

Q8: What are the relevant local strategies that stakeholders should take account of in designing applications under the fund?

A8: The main strategies are:

The Council’s Strategic Plan                      https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=17528

The Council’s Economic Strategy              https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=20421

Sustainable Glasgow                                   https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=18318

Q9: What is the distinction between capital and revenue expenditure?
A9: For the purposes of the UK Community Renewal Fund, the definitions of expenditure classified as being capital or revenue in nature are given in section 5.4 of the Technical Notes for Project Applicants.
Q10: Can an organisation submit or be involved in more than one bid? Will this be looked upon unfavourably by the assessment team?
A10: The UK Government guidance does not detail a limit to the number of bids an organisation can be involved in under the UKCRF. From this, there should not be an issue with an organisation being involved in more than one bid, provided that there is a clear distinction between the projects. 
Please note, if an organisation is to be involved in more than one bid, Lead Authorities would need to consider and evaluate potential issues that could arise, such as concerns over capacity or deliverability.  
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