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Welcome from the Lord Provost
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I am delighted to welcome you to Glasgow. It’s a truly 
wonderful city. Dynamic, multi-cultural and world-famous 
for its friendliness. ‘Rough Guide’ has rated it one of the 
friendliest places on the planet and I couldn’t agree more. 
Our hospitality is legendary and second to none.

As Lord Provost, I am proud to represent this city and its 
people, locally, nationally and internationally.

It’s an amazing privilege because Glasgow is a city with so 
much to recommend it. We have world-class art galleries, 
museums, first-class conference and entertainment 
venues like our Scottish Events Campus, as well as 
numerous theatres and cinemas.

I’m proud to say, our fine museums and art galleries are 
free to visit. Our wonderful parks and open spaces that 
earned our city the name ‘Dear Green Place’ also remain 
free for everyone to use.

Glasgow's achievements have always made us proud. 
Crowned a City of Culture, a UNESCO City of Music, a 
City of Sport, a City of Science and a City of Architecture 
and Design. The City Chambers is a building at the 
heart of our city’s civic and political life.

A proud city that tells the story of our people and its 
history. Glaswegians continue to go that extra mile  
with their bold ambition and vision for their city putting  
us on a truly global platform.

I highly recommend our regular free tours of this 
stunning building showcasing its impressive interior  
and Glasgow’s fascinating history. Perhaps I’ll have 
the pleasure of meeting you on your tour.

I hope you find this brochure a useful souvenir of 
your visit to my amazing city.

Councillor Jacqueline Mclaren
The Right Honourable The Lord Provost of Glasgow
Lord Lieutenant 
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A t the H ea rt of G la sg ow

In the very heart of Glasgow
stands one of the city’s most 
important and prestigious
buildings –  the City Chambers.

A grand and imposing building 
overlooking George Square, the
City Chambers is an impressive 
symbol of Glasgow’s political
strength and historical wealth.

Completed in 1 8 8 8 , the City 
Chambers has for over a hundred 
years been the headquarters of 
successive councils serving the
City of Glasgow. 

1

chambers guide2020.indd   3 12/03/2020   16:55



4

G la sg ow  C i ty  C ha mb ers

The City Chambers is the headquarters of Glasgow 
City Council –  the largest of 3 2  local authorities in 
Scotland.

Glasgow City Council came into existence on 
1 st April 1 9 9 6  following an Act of Parliament 
reorganising local government in Scotland. Two 
separate councils were previously responsible for the 
entire city –  the City of Glasgow District Council and 
Strathclyde Regional Council.  
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Today Glasgow City Council is solely responsible for 
all council services for the metropolitan city and 
Glasgow’s 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  people. The council’s main 
service responsibilities are:

l

l

l

l Registrar of births, deaths and marriages.

*ODVJRZ &LW\ &RXQFLO DQG 1+6 *UHDWHU *ODVJRZ 
DQG &O\GH DUH MRLQWO\ GHOLYHULQJ DOO RI *ODVJRZ¶V 
FRPPXQLW\ KHDOWK DQG VRFLDO FDUH VHUYLFHV ± IRU 
FKLOGUHQ� DGXOWV DQG ROGHU SHRSOH� LQFOXGLQJ 
KRPHOHVVQHVV DQG FULPLQDO MXVWLFH VHUYLFHV�  7KLV LV 
EHLQJ GRQH DV WKH µ*ODVJRZ &LW\ +HDOWK DQG 6RFLDO 
&DUH 3DUWQHUVKLS¶ �*&+6&3��

Glasgow Life, a company with charitable trust status 
and funded by Glasgow City Council, is responsible 
for museums, art galleries, libraries and performing 
arts, sports and leisure centres.

The City Council is active in promoting the economic 
development of the city and works closely with 
Scottish Enterprise Glasgow, NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde, voluntary and community organisations 
and local business.
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Education Services - nursery, primary and 
secondary schoolV�

Neighbourhoods, Regeneration and Sustainability -
community safety and regulatory services,
city services and maj or events, recycling and
waste management, parks and streetscene,
bereavement and business operations, roads, city 
deal, clyde metro, development and sustainability, 
infrastructure, property asset management, 
consultancy, planning, housing, transport and fleet 
management, parking and enforcement, building 
standards, neighbourhood liaison, public space 
cctv.

F inancial Services - council tax and business rates 
collection, assessor and electoral registration.
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T h e A r m o r i a l  I n s i g n i a

T he armorial bearings of  the City of  Glasgow  date 
back to 1 8 6 6  w hen a patent w as first granted by T he 
Lord Lyon.  T he emblems w hich appear in the of ficial 
bearings ref er to legends about Glasgow ’ s patron saint,  
St Mungo.

T he first to appear w as the fish,  on the seal of  Bishop 
W illiam W yschard in 1 2 7 0 ,  to be j oined by the bird in 
1 2 7 1 ,  on the seal of  Bishop R obert W yschard.

O n a later seal of  the tree is show n along w ith the fish 
and bird.  T he bell first appears in 1 3 2 1  on the privy seal 
of  the Chapter of  Glasgow  w here all the emblems w ere 
first used together,  betw een 1 4 8 8 - 1 5 4 0 .  

I n 1 6 4 7 ,  they appeared in a combination similar to 
today’ s armorial bearings,  prompting the f amous ve rse:

H e r e ’ s  t h e  B i r d  t h a t  n e v e r  fle w
H e r e ’ s  t h e  T r e e  t h a t  n e v e r  g r e w
H e r e ’ s  t h e  B e l l  t h a t  n e v e r  r a n g
H e r e ’ s  t h e  F i s h  t h a t  n e v e r  s w a m

W ith each reorganisation of  local gove rnment a new  
patent w as granted,  the latest being in A pril 1 9 9 6  w hen 
the thistle coronet,  patented in 1 9 7 5 ,  w as changed to 
the current mural coronet representing the city.

T he city motto

‘ L e t  G l a s g o w  F l o u r i s h ’

is a shorter ve rsion of  the text  inscribed on the bell of  
the T ron Church cast in 1 6 3 1 .

L o r d  l e t  G l a s g o w  flo u r i s h  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  o f   
T h y  w o r d  a n d  p r a i s i n g  T h y  n a m e .  

3
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H i story

F rom T ron g a te to G eorg e S q u a re

In the 1 5 th century, the town council met in a 
tolbooth at the corner of High Street and Trongate.  
The building served the city in many ways –  it was 
also a prison, a burgh court and housed booths for 
rent collection.

As the council continued to grow, the need for more 
spacious and functional premises eventually led to 
the development of the Trongate site in 1 7 3 5 . 

In 1 8 1 4 , the Tolbooth was sold, with the exception 
of the steeple –  which still remains –  and the council 

chambers moved to Jail Square, Glasgow Green, 
site of the present Justiciary Court House. 

Subsequent moves were made 
to larger sites in Wilson 

D esi g n  a n d C on stru cti on

In the early 1 8 8 0 s, City 
Architect John Carrick was 
asked to propose a site for 
purpose-built council of¿ces.  
Carrick recommended the 
east side of George Square 
which was then bought. 

The eventual design of the 
City Chambers was the 
result of two competitions 
which attracted hundreds of 
submissions.   

Street and Ingram Street 
before ¿nally settling in 

George Square where 
the foundation stone 

for a showpiece City 
Chambers was 
laid by the Lord 
Provost, John Ure 
in 1 8 8 3 .

4
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  The original building covered
���6 VTXDUH PHWUHV� :LWK
H[WHQVLRQV� QRZ �4���� VTP�

 The concrete foundations are in
H[FHVV RI D PHWUH WKLFN DQG WKH
sand subsoil reaches to a
depth of more than 1 2  metres.

 �� PLOOLRQ EULFNV� ���� FXELF
PHWUHV RI VWRQH DQG ����� FXELF
metres of granite were used.

 Stone moulding machinery was
XVHG IRU WKH ¿ UVW WLPH LQ *ODVJRZ�

 In 1 8 8 9 , a 1 0 -day public viewing
DWWUDFWHG 4������ SHRSOH�

 7KH ¿ UVW IRXU WR VL[ IHHW RI WKH
H[WHUQDO ZDOO DUH RI UHG AEHUGHHQVKLUH
granite. The rest is faced with
Polmaise on the north and west fronts
and Dunmore stone on the south and
east.

 7KH ¿ UVW IXOO FRXQFLO PHHWLQJ ZDV KHOG LQ
the building on 1 0  October, 1 8 8 9 .

T h e  C i t y  C h a m b e r s  
b u i l d i n g  c o s t  

£552,028.
I n c l u d i n g  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  
the whole project in 1888 
c o s t

£578,232.

4 5
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9LVLWRUV HQWHU IURP *HRUJH 6TXDUH LQWR D FRYHUHG 
gallery and immediately discover that the interior is 
HYHQ PRUH VXPSWXRXV WKDQ WKH H[WHULRU� AUFKLWHFW 
Y oung had visited the historical Arch of Constantine 
LQ 5RPH DQG WKH HQWUDQFH UHÀ HFWV WKLV� +H VRXJKW WR 
bring a touch of Italy to Glasgow. 

7KH ¿ UVW QRWDEOH IHDWXUH LV D ³.HUDPLF PRVDLF´ RI 
the city’s Coat of Arms in its original 1 8 6 6  design. 
This mosaic style is found throughout the original 
EXLOGLQJ DQG FRSLHG RQ WKH À RRUV RI VHYHUDO RWKHUV 
in the city, built around the same time. 

The ceilings, too, are decorated with mosaic tiles. It 
LV HVWLPDWHG PRUH WKDQ ��� PLOOLRQ WLOHV ZHUH ODLG E\ 
hand in the vaulted ceilings and domes. 

The pillars are, from the base, grey Aberdeen 
granite, hand-polished red Scottish granite and 
topped with dark green marble in Ionic style. 

F rom the reception area, to the left and right, 
WKHUH DUH VWDLU DFFHVVHV WR WKH ¿ UVW DQG VHFRQG 
À RRUV� 7KH VWDLUFDVH WR WKH OHIW LV PDGH RI &DUUDUD 
marble;  the one to the right, of freestone.  B oth 
have alabaster balusters. The wall panels, also of 
alabaster, were placed one after the other in cutting 
order.

Ground fl oor

76
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S a t i n w o o d  S u i t e

N ext  to the Council Chambers is 
the Satinw ood Suite.  I t is finished 
w ith A ustralian satinw ood and 
boasts an alabaster fireplace. T he 
paintings on the w alls are f rom the 
city’ s art collections.  T his room is 
used f or civi c f unctions,  w edding 
ceremonies and large meetings.

A dj oining the Satinw ood is the 
O ctagonal Suite.  I t is decorated 
in amber w ood and acts as an 
ove rÀow  suite f or the Satinw ood 
and Mahogany Suites.  

T he Mahogany Suite ow es its 
dark colour to its Cuban and 
w alnut panels and fireplace.   I t,  
too,  is used f or smaller f unctions 
and of ten as a holding area f or 
top- table guests bef ore they 
ceremonially enter the
Banqueting Hall.

7
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.LQJV� TXHHQV DQG SUHVLGHQWV KDYH EHHQ KLJKO\ 
impressed as they passed through the door of 
this impressive hall.   Some have described it 
DV ³PDJQL¿ FHQW´� 1RW RQO\ KDV WKH %DQTXHWLQJ 
Hall been used for civic functions but also for 
presentation ceremonies –  Nelson Mandela 
received his F reedom of the City award here 
LQ ���� DQG 6LU AOH[ )HUJXVRQ LQ ����� AV ZHOO 
as formal civic events, the B anqueting Hall has 
housed charitable events, children’s parties, youth 
FHOHEUDWLRQV DQG IDVKLRQ VKRZV� ,W LV ���� PHWUHV 
ORQJ� �4�6 PHWUHV ZLGH DQG ���� PHWUHV KLJK� ,W 
is usually carpeted with four sections which are 
rotated regularly to prevent wear. The design of the 
FDUSHW UHÀ HFWV WKH RUQDWH FHLOLQJ SDWWHUQ� 

Much of the decoration on the walls is in the form 
of huge murals depicting some of the history of 
the city. They were painted by artists from the 
famous Glasgow School including Sir John Lavery, 
AOH[DQGHU 5RFKH DQG *HRUJH +HQU\ DQG RYHUVHHQ 
by William Leiper, RSA. 

The mural at the rear of the stage represents the 
granting of the city’s charter by William the Lion 
RI 6FRWODQG� F������ 7KH PXUDOV RQ WKH VRXWK 
wall depict some of the city’s history and culture 
while the four above the entrance doors represent 
the four principal rivers of Scotland - the Tay, the 
F orth, the Clyde and the Tweed. The small panels 
LPPHGLDWHO\ DERYH DUH RI YDULRXV 9LUWXHV�   

7KH FHQWUDO ZLQGRZ RI OHDGHG 9HQHWLDQ JODVV RQ 
WKH QRUWK VLGH FRPPHPRUDWHV 4XHHQ 9LFWRULD¶V 
Diamond Jubilee.

B a n q u e t i n g  H a l l

98
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E l e c t r o l i e r s

T he three central electroliers have  
their ow n story to tell.   I n 1 8 8 5 ,  
the council decided that the Hall 
should have  electric lighting,  an 
innova tive  decision
f or that time.  

Messrs. A .  Clark,  of  nearby 
Buchanan Street,  designed 
these magnificent f eatures,  and 
a generator w as installed in the 
basement to pow er them.

T oday,  the same electroliers are 
still w orki ng -  although one or 
tw o bulbs have  been changed!  
I nnova tion also had a part to 
play in additional access to the 
Banqueting Hall w hich w as by
w ay of  a hydraulic lif t. A n A merican 
eleva tor w as installed,  operated 
by hydraulic pressure,  another 
technological deve lopment
of  the time.

9

Banqueting Hall
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The Councillors’ Corridor lies on the second 
À RRU� DERYH ZRUNLQJ RI¿ FHV� ,WV GRPHG FHLOLQJ 
is decorated in yellow, blue and white coloured 
faience - an Italian form of glazed and decorated 
pottery.

The Committee Rooms, where more formal council 
business is conducted, can be accessed from the 
Corridor.  It also leads to an impressive library with 
1 1  feet high walnut bookcases.

F rom the Councillors’ Corridor you pass through 
Q ueen’s Square into the Council Chamber.

C o u n c i l l o r s ’  C o r r i d o r

11

Council Chamber

10
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C ou n ci l C ha mb er

The Council meets formally in one 
of the most impressive rooms in 
the City Chambers.

Each of the 8 5  councillors has 
a designated seat facing a 
platform where the Lord Provost, 
Depute Lord Provost, Director of 
Governance and Solicitor to the 
Council sit behind the mace. The 
Lord Provost sits in a seat gifted by 
Q ueen V ictoria.

B ehind the councillors, there is 
an area called the “ bed recess”  
- a reference to an architectural 
feature of old Glasgow tenements.
Council of¿cials sit here as 
well as the Lord Dean of Guild 
representing the Merchants House 
and the Deacon Convener of the 
Trades House, the city’s second 
and third citizens.

Looking down on the Chamber 
is the public gallery.  Council 
meetings are by law open to the 
public. At the side there is a small 
gallery for j ournalists to report the 
proceedings of the Council.

The decoration is primarily Spanish 
mahogany wood with two massive 
chimney pieces. The windows are 
of V enetian stained glass

1 1
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T he Lord Provost’ s office

The Lord Provost’s main of¿ce, 
situated at the corner of the 
Chambers, is decorated in the same 
V enetian style as the rest of the 
building. In this room many famous 
dignitaries, including the Royal family, 
have signed the visitors’ book.

Entry to the Lord Provost’s of¿ce 
is gained through an ante-room 

where the municipal mace is kept. 
This is carried ceremonially by the 
Council Of¿cer when leading the 
Lord Provost, the city’s first citizen,
into the Council Chamber to chair full 
council meetings. The mace, made
from gold-plated silver, was presented 
to the council by Lord Rosebery

1 2
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in 1 9 1 2 .
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Banqueting Hall Ceiling

Mahogany Fireplace

City Chambers at night

Council Chamber

Lead Glass

Picture Gallery

Council Library

Staircase

Mahogany Suite
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Tours of the City Chambers are 
conducted most weekdays at 

1 0 . 3 0 a m a n d 2 . 3 0 p m
subj ect to availability  

All tours are open to the public and 
there is no charge.

City Chambers
George Square

Glasgow

@ GlasgowCC 
www.glasgow.gov.uk

Glasgow - accolades

1 9 8 8  National Garden F estival
1 9 9 0  European City of Culture

1 9 9 5 -1 9 9 9  National City of Sport
1 9 9 6  F estival of V isual Arts

1 9 9 9  UK  City of Architecture and Design
2 0 0 3  European Capital of Sport

UNESCO City of Music
Host City for Commonwealth Games 2 0 1 4

Host City for 2 0 1 8  European  &KDPSLRQVKLSV

Glasgow - twin cities

Dalian, China
Nuremberg, Germany

Turin, Italy
Havana, Cuba

Lahore, Pakistan
Marseille, F rance

B ethlehem, Palestine
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Host City for 2 0 2 1  UN Climate Change 
Conference ( COP2 6 )

               MAY2 0 2 4/ 6T

G2  1 DU

+RVW &LW\ IRU ���� 8&, :RUOG &KDPSLRQVKLSV




